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Biology 108 case study 2: Pika adaptations 
The trait chosen for this assignment is that American Pikas (Ochotona princeps) live close together Found in high-altitude areas, American Pikas live close together in group groups of around 36 pikas. The scientific argument derived from this trait is that the American Pikas are social creatures. They live together like bees or lions. Grayson (2005) observes that the males have vast territories. Females live with the males in the same territory but different burrows.  
 The social trait of these creatures enables them to protect themselves and their young ones from the predators. According to Varner (2015), if the predator comes near a Pika, the Pika produces a warning cry and lets the others know of the danger and go to hide. Varner (2015) argues that due to the presence of many predators like eagles and foxes in high mountains where pikas live, pikas live together to protect themselves. This ensures that the predators do not prey on the pikas to the point of extinction, which increases their reproductive success.
The fact that the American Pikas live close together justifies the rationalization that they are social creatures. These creatures live together as a group as a defense mechanism for protecting themselves and their young ones. (204 words)
[bookmark: _GoBack]







References
Grayson, D. K. (2005). A brief history of Great Basin pikas. Journal of Biogeography, 32(12), 2103-2111.
Varner, J. M. D. (2015). Ecology and behavior of American pikas (Ochotona princeps) in atypical habitats (Doctoral dissertation, The University of Utah).
